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plicated by the problems of life and the interference of rain and wind. On the ocean, the solar Energy, absorbed by the water raises large masses of watery vapour to a considerable height. There, the vapour parts sooner or later with some of its Energy to the ether, and aggregating in the form of rain, converts the remainder from the Potential to the Kinetic Mode, finally yielding it up again as heat when it once more reaches the ocean. So in this case too, though, less conspicuously than in the former, the absorbed Energy, after causing temporary separations, is before long dissipated, while the particles which it affected once more aggregate in obedience to their inherent Forces. On the ordinary fertile land-patches the solar Energy is partly returned at once by radiation, as in Sahara; partly used up in evaporation, as on. the ocean ; and partly employed in the production of living organisms. In the first case, the retransference of the Energy to the ether is obvious ; in the second case, though less immediate, it yet takes place, as explained above, when the vapour falls again as rain; but in the third case, the transfers are more involved, and will have to be treated in separate chapters It will be enough for the present to point out that every organism sooner or later dies, and that then the Energy which was embodied in its production is once more given up to the ether on the chemical
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